Ancient Rome
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At first, Rome consisted of 7 villages on 7 hills
In 620 BCE = Roman villages were unified

The Tarquins (wealthy family) were the first kings
of united Rome

Taught the people to build houses out of brick & laid
out city streets

Created a Forum at the center of the city = became
the seat of Roman government

Tarquins were driven out in 509 BCE --> people were
upset with Tarquin the Proud’s cruelty and harshness
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Rome’s government had 2 branches =
legislative & executive

Legislative Branch:
Elected people to the Executive Branch

Senate proposed laws, advised consuls,
debated foreign policy & approved building
contracts




Executive Branch:

Headed by 2 consuls = patrician officials
elected to 1-year terms

Either consul could veto the actions of the
other

Occasionally, the Romans appointed a
dictator = a leader whose word was law -->
only during times of crisis

Dictator could overrule the consuls



Plebeians resented the fact that they didn’t have
any power

Refused to fight in the army unless their demands
were met

Plebelans were given representatives in
government = called tribunes

Plebeians Assembly of Tribes elected the tribunes

Plebeians improved their social standing
Enslavement for debt ended
Marriage between plebeians & patricians now allowed






Roman Religion

At first, Romans
worshipped nature spirits

Soothsayers = priests
who thought they could
foretell the future by
observing patterns in
nature like the flight of
birds or the intestines of
an animal
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Roman households were large & close-knit

Included all unmarried children, married sons & their
families, dependent relatives & slaves

Father was the absolute head of the household

Controlled property, supervised sons’ education, could
even sell family members into slavery

Wives had few legal rights, but had more freedoms than the
Greeks

Ran the household
Occasionally got to own property & businesses

Values: thrift, discipline, self-sacrifice, devotion to family &
the republic
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First Punic War 264-241 BC

History Wars Weapons












Rome vs. Carthage
3rd Punic War

50 years later = Rome forced war on Carthage

Romans burned Carthage to the ground & sold its people
Into slavery



Rome controlled all of the Mediterranean

Growing social discontent

Corrupt Roman officials created large
estates by stealing land from poor farmers &
using a profitable agriculture business to get
rich

Roman officials used captives & prisoners of
war as slaves on the estates

Conquered people lost their land and
couldn’t find jobs















Julius Caesar

Caesar conguered the

Celts, fought Germanic

tribes & invaded Britain
Seen as a military hero
This helped him advance
his political career

Was feared by senators







Death of Julius Caesar

Stabbed to death by a group of Senators - led by
Brutus & Cassius

Accused of being a tyrant trying to be king
Plotting to be king was punishable by death without trial
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Augustus was followed by the Julio-
Claudian Emperors (4 of them)

All members of Augustus’s family
Poor leaders









The First Emperors
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Claudius Caesar =
very smart, but had
trouble focusing on
affairs of the state









Emperors were also chief priests of the
Roman religion

2 separate sets of laws --> 1 for citizens &
1 for non-citizens

All laws stressed the state over the individual

Gave more legal rights (like you are innocent
until proven guilty)

Emperors reduced the size of the army






Family became less significant
Had fewer children
Likely to divorce & remarry several times
Wives gained some legal rights
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Most of Rome was still poor

Bathed in public baths, lived in apartment
buildings that could easily collapse or catch
fire

Didn’t rebel because they got free food &
entertainment --> like chariot races and
gladiator fights
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Wealthy boys & girls received tutoring at
home

Wealthy boys went on to academies

Wealthy girls continued studying at home &
often learned as much as the men

Lower classes usually had at least a
knowledge of reading, writing, & arithmetic










The Empire’s Problems

Around 180 CE = Emperor §
Commodus bankrupted the B
treasury

Killed by his own troops

The next 28 emperors were
Installed by the army, only
to be killed off
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Attila the Hun






The Huns celebrating







